A HISTORY OF POLAND
was afterwards to be built, was not in itself sufficient to
assure Poland of diat free and secure access to the sea
promised in the Thirteenth of President Wilson's Four-
teen Points. Around the future of the old Hanseatic
city, therefore, began in Paris in 1919 a long and fiercely
contested controversy which was to bear its bitter fruits
a generation later.
There is evidence that President Wilson himself was
at first disposed to attribute Danzig to Poland. After
Dmowski's first exposition of the Polish case before the
Supieme Council of the Allies in Paris on January 29,
1919, Wilson conveyed to the Polish spokesman, through
Colonel House, a message that he " was henceforth con-
vinced that Danzig must be Polish, and that in this
affair he would be with Poland." The Polish commission
of the Peace Conference, presided over by M. Jules
Cambon, and containing Sir William (later Lord)
Tyrrell as the British representative, reported unanimously
in favour of the attribution of Danzig and of the pro-
vince of Pomorze (the Corridor) to Poland. The reasons
for this decision were set forth as follows:
" (i) The legitimate aspirations of the Polish people
for an outlet to the sea, as endorsed by Allied
statesmen, cannot be fulfilled unless Danzig be-
comes a Polish port.
" (ii) The so-called Polish Corridor to the sea should
become a part of the Polish State, because the
interests of 1,600,000 Germans in East Prussia
can be adequately protected by securing for them
freedom of transit across the corridor, whereas
it would be impossible to give an adequate outlet
to the inhabitants of the new Polish State (number-
ing some 25,000,000) if this outlet had to be
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